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Chapter 160:	POWER GENERATION SYSTEMS AS ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS


Summary: This chapter explains when installations of power generation systems are, and are not, considered “electrical installations.”



1. Only licensed electricians may perform “electrical installations” as that term is defined in statute. 

2. A complete installation of a photovoltaic, fuel cell, or wind power generation system is an “electrical installation” as that term is defined by statute.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk67562284]For purposes of installing portions of photovoltaic power generation systems that constitute less than a complete installation:

A. A “photovoltaic system” includes all components used to convert solar energy into electric energy.

B. Installation of any component of a photovoltaic system that converts solar energy into electric energy constitutes an “electrical installation” as that term is defined by statute.

C. Making either an electrical connection of any component within a photovoltaic system, or an electrical connection to such system, constitutes an “electrical installation” as that term is defined by statute.

D. [bookmark: _Hlk67568306]The mere construction or placement of a support structure intended to hold or support a photovoltaic system (including racking and mounting equipment such as frames, racks, rails, and footings) that does not itself convert solar energy into electric energy does not constitute an “electrical installation.”

4. 	The following applies to the installation of plug-in photovoltaic and battery systems as set forth in Title 35-A, Section 3475 of the Maine Revised Statutes: 

A.	The term “standard electrical outlet” means a “receptacle outlet” as defined in Article 100 of the National Electrical Code adopted by the Board.  

B.	Installation of an eligible system is an installation of portable electrical equipment, involving only the insertion of an attachment plug into a fixed receptacle outlet, and is not an “electrical installation” as that term is defined in statute.  

C.	When a licensed electrician installs an eligible system as required by Title 35-A, Section 3475, subsection 3, if any of the related work performed by the licensed electrician is considered an “electrical installation” as that term is defined in statute, all Board laws and rules pertaining to licensure, permits and electrical installation standards apply.  




[bookmark: _Hlk67557619]STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 
	32 M.R.S. §§ 1101, 1153, & 1153-A; 35-A M.R.S. § 3475

EFFECTIVE DATE: 
	October 4, 2021 – filing 2021-194
